July 12, 2006

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

U.S. ARMY SERGEANT RUSSELL M. DURGIN
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay special tribute to U.S.
Army SGT Russell M. Durgin, a coura-
geous young American from Henniker,
NH, who on June 13, 2006, gave his last
full measure in service to our Nation.

Russell, or Russ or Durgs to family
and friends, was a 2001 graduate of
John Stark Regional High School,
Weare, NH, where he played lacrosse.
Friends say his sense of humor, adven-
turous spirit, love of life, and wide
smile made every moment spent with
him a good one. Daniel Webster, speak-
ing of early American leaders said,
“While others doubted, they were re-
solved; where others hesitated they
pressed forward.”” In this spirit, at the
age of 17 while still in High School,
Russ enlisted in the U.S. Army. He
completed basic infantry training at
Ft. Benning, GA, in July 2002. Next
came a l-year tour of duty in South
Korea with the 1st Battalion, 506th In-
fantry Regiment, followed by assign-
ment to the 1lst Battalion, 32nd Infan-
try Regiment, 10th Mountain Division,
Fort Drum, NY, and a 1l-year tour of
duty to Iraq from September 2003 to
September 2004. Back in the United
States during 2005, he successfully
completed the U.S. Army’s warrior
leadership course, combat lifesaver
course, and sniper school. In March
2006, he deployed with his unit to Af-
ghanistan in support of Operation En-
during Freedom.

Tragically, in June 2006 during com-
bat operations in the mountains of
Korengel, Afghanistan, this brave sol-
dier died of injuries sustained when his
unit came under small arms fire. Ser-
geant Durgin’s awards and decorations
include two Bronze Star Medals, one
with the combat distinguishing “V”
device, two Army Commendation Med-
als, one with the combat distinguishing
“V”’ device, two Army Achievement
Medals, the Purple Heart Medal, Army
Good Conduct Medal, National Defense
Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign
Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, Global
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Ko-
rean Defense Service Medal, Non-
commissioned Officers Professional De-
velopment Ribbon, Army Service Rib-
bon, Overseas Service Ribbon 2, Com-
bat Infantryman Badge, and Expert
Weapons Qualification Badge.

Patriots from the State of New
Hampshire have served our Nation with
honor and distinction from Bunker Hill
to Kabul—and U.S. Army SGT Russell
Durgin served in that fine tradition.
Friends and family said he loved his
work and was fiercely committed to
the Army and to the people with whom
he served. During these chaotic and
violent times, Russ dedicated himself
to serving his Nation because in his
heart, he sensed a call to duty.

My sympathy, condolences, and pray-
ers go out to Russell’s parents, Jean
and Lester, and to his other family
members and many friends who have
suffered this most grievous loss. The
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death of Russ, only 23 years old, on an
Afghan battlefield far from New Hamp-
shire is also a great loss for our State,
our benevolent Nation, and the world.
He will be sorely missed by all; how-
ever, his family and friends may draw
some comfort in knowing that because
of his devotion, sense of duty, and self-
less dedication, the safety and liberty
of each and every American is more se-
cure. In the words of Daniel Webster—
may his remembrance be as long last-
ing as the land he honored. God bless
Russell M. Durgin.

———

TRIBUTE TO MARY A. RYAN

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, all of
us who know Mary Ryan were saddened
by her death on April 25. She was a
truly outstanding American diplomat
and public servant, and shall be greatly
missed.

Mary Ryan dedicated her life to pub-
lic service and to helping others. She
joined the Foreign Service in 1966 and
went on to serve the American people
as a skilled diplomat for 36 years, in-
cluding service as Ambassador to Swa-
ziland and Assistant Secretary of State
for Consular Affairs. She retired as one
of the few Americans to achieve the
rank of Career Ambassador, and one of
the very first women to do so, a major
distinction in her profession, but above
all, she touched many lives in the
State Department. She served as a
mentor to generations in the Foreign
Service, and many considered her to be
the matriarch of America’s diplomats.

As Assistant Secretary of State for
Consular Affairs, from 1993 to her re-
tirement in 2002, she frequently testi-
fied before Congress, and provided us
with valuable guidance and impressive
expertise. Thanks to her leadership,
Congress made necessary changes to
enable the Bureau of Consular Affairs
to improve technology, efficiency and
information-sharing. She worked ag-
gressively to develop the TIPOFF ter-
rorist lookout system, which became
the basis of our current terrorism data
system. She was recognized as a leader
on consular issues around the world.

Mary Ryan exemplified the best in
public service. In a commencement ad-
dress she delivered some years ago at
her alma mater, Saint John’s Univer-
sity, she said, ‘I ask you what JFK
asked the youth of my day to do, to re-
turn something to the community
which has protected and educated
you.”

She encouraged young men and
women to ‘‘reject the murderous din of
materialism,” emphasizing, ‘‘There is
more to life than the amount of money
on your W-2 at the end of the year.”

Mary Ryan lived by those words, and
they defined her own career and life.

In the immediate aftermath of the
bombings of the American embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania in August 1998,
Mary put on a hardhat and climbed
through the bombed rubble of the em-
bassy in Nairobi, wanting to know the
name and background of each of the
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victims, both American and Kenyan
alike. She dedicated much of her subse-
quent work to improving the security
of our embassies around the world, and
offering a more compassionate out-
reach to the State Department’s most
valuable assets, its men and women.

At a service in honor of one of the
Foreign Service Officers who died in
the Kenya bombing, Mary Ryan spoke
these words:

‘““She was a beautiful, beautiful per-
son. We are greatly diminished by her
loss.”

That was true of Mary as well. She
too was a beautiful, beautiful, person,
and we will miss her very much.

———————

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate
crimes legislation that would add new
categories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.
Likewise, each Congress I have come to
the floor to highlight a separate hate
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try.

On May 26, 2003, in Lawrence, KY,
Josh Graves, a 15-year-old boy who suf-
fers from cerebral palsy, was attacked
at a local park by four teenage boys.
The four boys approached Graves,
taunting him and asking him if he was
retarded. They attacked Graves,
knocking him to the ground before
punching and kicking him. After the
attack, Graves was left on the ground
suffering multiple seizures. According
to reports, the sole motivation for this
attack was Grave’s disability.

I believe that the Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. I believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNITION OF NEW NATIONAL
BOARD CERTIFIED TEACHERS

e Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, today I
congratulate a special group of Hawaii
teachers, those who have successfully
earned the designation National Board
Certified Teacher. During 2005, a new
cadre of 30 consummate professionals
demonstrated that their teaching prac-
tice is consistent with the rigorous re-
quirements for the profession as set by
the National Board for Professional
Teaching Standards. Their achieve-
ment brings the number of teachers
working in Hawaii who have attained
National Board Certification to 111.
These dedicated teachers are distrib-
uted throughout Hawaii’s education
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